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ABSTRACT The Ecosystem Restoration through Interdisciplinary Exchange (ERIE) 
Program at the University at Buffalo (UB) is an interdisciplinary doctoral program that 
advances ecosystem restoration science and engineering while contributing to the 
ecological recovery of the Great Lakes and western New York State.  Collaborative 
partnerships span seven UB academic departments and external entities to provide a 
novel environment for training researchers in the technical, cultural, and ethical issues of 
restoration practice. Training activities include interdisciplinary courses on restoration 
philosophy, theory, and practice; team dynamics workshops; and professional exchanges 
with U.S. and Canadian partners.  A test of the interdisciplinary learning environment 
occurred in Fall 2009 with the inaugural “Ecosystem Restoration Practicum” course in 
which trainees collaborated across disciplines in a culminating restoration project. Six 
trainees from five separate disciplines (American Studies, Biology, Environmental 
Engineering, Geography, and Philosophy) coalesced as a consultant team to study 
restoration alternatives for the Earsing Sills Oxbow Wetland (West Seneca, NY), a 
regionally-rare riparian environment of legacy value to the heavily industrialized Buffalo 
River watershed. Trans-disciplinary intra-group communication was facilitated by the 
shared experience of the ERIE educational environment. Self-organization of the project 
goals and objectives yielded a unique set of deliverables, including a sub-watershed 
restoration and stewardship plan that contributes to the preservation of a regionally-
important ecotype. Reported student evaluation of the project experience shows a high 
level of satisfaction and personal enrichment from the interdisciplinary collaboration. 
Continued enhancement of this experience in subsequent ERIE trainee cohorts will 
produce leaders in the rapidly advancing field of ecosystem restoration. 
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