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Dr. Digvir S. Jayas, a Ph.D. graduate from the University of Saskatchewan in 1987, is a 

Registered Professional Engineer and a Registered Professional Agrologist and is currently the 

Vice-President (Research and International) and a Distinguished Professor at the University of 

Manitoba.    

 

Dr. Jayas has held a Tier I Canada Research Chair in Stored-Grain Ecosystems, and he conducts 

research in the areas of physical properties of agricultural products; modified atmosphere storage 

of grains, oilseeds, potatoes, and meats; mathematical modeling of biological systems; and digital 

image processing for grading and processing operations in the Agri-Food industry.  He has 

authored or co-authored over 800 technical articles in scientific journals, conference proceedings 

and books.  

 

Dr. Jayas has received awards from several organizations in recognition of his research and 

professional contributions.  He is the recipient of the 2008 Dr. John M. Bowman Memorial 

Winnipeg Rh Institute Foundation Award, as well as the 2008 NSERC Brockhouse Canada Prize.  

In 2009, he was inducted as a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada.  He has received 

professional awards from Agriculture Institute of Canada, Applied Zoologists Research 

Association (India), American Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineers, Association of 

Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of Manitoba, Canadian Institute of Food Science and 

Technology, Canadian Academy of Engineering, Canadian Society for Bioengineering, Engineers 

Canada, Engineering Institute of Canada, Indian Society of Agricultural Engineers, Manitoba 

Institute of Agrologists, and National Academy of Agricultural Sciences (India). 

 

Dr. Jayas serves on the boards of many organizations including: ArcticNet, Composite Innovation 

Centre, Engineers Canada, ISIS Resource Centre, Genome Prairie, International Centre for 

Infectious Diseases (ICID), MabNet, Manitoba Chamber of Commerce, Manitoba Institute of 

Agrologists (MIA), Manitoba Health Research Council, St. Boniface General Hospital Research 

Enterprise Committee, TRIUMF, and TRLabs.  He is also chair of the board of directors of 

RESOLVE, a prairie research network on family violence, and of the advisory board of the 

Richardson Centre for Functional Foods and Nutraceuticals, a research centre dedicated to the 

discussion, discovery, and development of functional foods.  He has served as President of 

Agriculture Institute of Canada, Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of 

Manitoba, Canadian Institute of Food Science and Technology, Canadian Society for 

Bioengineering, and Manitoba Institute of Agrologists 

 

 



 
 
Dr. Ernie Barber, P.Ag., P.Eng. served as a Dean (Interim), College of Engineering for a three -

year term (2010-13). His most recent leadership positions at the University of Saskatchewan were 

as: Vice-Provost Teaching and Learning (2008-2010), Acting Provost and Vice-President 

Academic (2007-2008), Dean of the College of Agriculture and Bioresources (1999-2007) and 

Head of Agricultural and Bioresource Engineering, College of Engineering (1994-1999).  

 

A graduate of the University of Alberta (B.Sc. 1972 and M.Sc. 1974) and of the University of 

Guelph (PhD 1981), Barber began his professional career in 1974 with the British Columbia 

Ministry of Agriculture as a specialist in engineering for livestock production, including 

farmstead planning, animal housing systems, and waste management. He successfully led the 

development and implementation of a system for industry self-policing of pollution and nuisance 

problems. In 1981, he joined the University of Saskatchewan in the College of Engineering where 

his research focused on heating and ventilating equipment and controls, livestock transport, 

design and testing of technology for improving air quality in livestock buildings, and quantifying 

the impact of indoor quality on agricultural workers, animals and the environment. His scholarly 

work has been characterized by a deep commitment to interdisciplinarity and industry relevance.  

 

Dr. Barber has taught undergraduate and graduate students and was honoured with a University 

Teaching Excellence Award, as well as being named Professor of the Year by both agriculture 

and engineering students. He has been honoured with four awards by the Canadian Society for 

Biological Engineering, including being named a Fellow of the Society in 2001. Most recently he 

received the USSU Doug Favel Spirit Award. Barber is a strong proponent for the integration of 

teaching, research and community engagement.  

 

He served on a number of Boards and Provincial committees, including AgWest Bio, POS, 

Prairie Swine Centre, Cente for the Study of Cooperatives, Saskatchewan Agrivision Corporation, 

The Saskatchewan 4-H Foundation, the Saskatchewan Action Committee on the Rural Economy 

(ACRE), and the Saskatchewan Farm Leaders Advisory Group (FLAG).  

 

Ernie Barber was raised on a small mixed farm in Central Alberta. Ernie and his wife, Phyllis, 

have two children (Kyle and Kristie) and six grandchildren (Ethan, Brooke, Drew, Lily, Deanna 

and Kandis) who call Saskatchewan their home.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Dr. Claude Laguë, P.Eng., ing. was appointed Dean of the Faculty of Engineering in August 

2006. He is also a tenured Professor in the Department of Mechanical Engineering. An 

agricultural engineer holding degrees from Université Laval and from the University of California 

– Davis, Dr. Laguë specializes in the engineering of agricultural machinery and manure 

management systems and in the assessment and mitigation of the environmental impacts of 

agricultural activities. He is a registered Professional Engineer in Ontario and Québec. 

He began his professional career as a project engineer for the consulting engineering firm Urgel 

Delisle et Associés. From 1989 to 1999 he held a faculty position at Université Laval, where his 

teaching and research activities focused on agricultural machinery engineering. While at 

Université Laval, Dr. Laguë also served as Vice-Dean (Research) of the Faculté des sciences de 

l’agriculture et de l’alimentation and he was the founding chair of the département des sols et de 

génie agroalimentaire. In January 2000, Dr. Laguë was appointed to the Sask Pork Chair in 

Environmental Engineering for the Pork Industry industrial chair at the University of 

Saskatchewan’s College of Engineering and he served as Dean of the College between 2002 and 

2006. 

Dr. Laguë is a member of a number of engineering societies, including the American Society of 

Agricultural and Biological Engineers (ASABE), the American Society for Engineering 

Education (ASEE), the Canadian Society for Engineering in Agricultural, Food and Biological 

Systems (CSBE|SCGAB), and the Canadian Engineering Education Association (CEEA|ACÉG). 

He is also a member of the Club of Bologna, an international association of experts in agricultural 

mechanization. Dr. Laguë received the Young Engineer of the Year and the Glen Downing 

awards from CSBE|SCGAB in 1998 and 2001 respectively. In 1995, the Association francophone 

pour le savoir (ACFAS) presented him with an award for the best extension article written by a 

university professor.   

A member of the National Council of Deans of Engineering and Applied Science 

(NCDEAS|CCDISA) since 2002, Dr. Laguë chaired that organization from 2008 to 2011. In that 

capacity, he represented Canadian engineering schools at the Canadian Engineering Leadership 

Forum (CELF|FLGC) and served as an Advisor to Engineers Canada’s Board of Directors. 

Between 2011 and 2013, Dr. Laguë served as Chair of the Council of Ontario Deans of 

Engineering (CODE). He was appointed to the Board of Directors of the Canadian Engineering 

Memorial Foundation (CEMF|FCGC) in 2009 and to that of Actua in 2012. 

As the Chief Executive Officer of the Faculty of Engineering, Dr. Laguë’s responsibilities extend 

to all academic and resource matters within the Faculty. He chairs the Faculty Council and the 

Faculty Executive Committee. At the University level, Dr. Laguë is a member of the University 

of Ottawa Senate. He has actively contributed to various committes, workgroups, and task forces 

dealing with academic, financial, labour relations, and space issues.  


